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Once again it is time for another edition of the 

Allen County HamNews.  It seems like each 

month continues to zoom by at increasing 

speeds. 

Instead of providing an overview of the articles 

in this edition, I thought that I would provide a 

short overview of my ham radio highlights from 

last month. 

This summer I attended the ARRLôs Teacher In-

stitute in Dayton (this is an entire story by itself), 

so I wanted to put some of the lessons garnered 

from that experience into practice.  After making 

a few dozen satellite contacts using the setup 

seen in the photo above, I met with a group of 

engineering students at work to attempt a con-

tact over the International Space Stationôs re-

peater.  While we did not make a complete con-

tact, a Florida ham picked up several of our 

transmissions and sent us a YouTube recording.  

The students had a blast.  (Next week we are 

planning on a mini-foxhunt on campus, so my 

hope is that some of the students will obtain 

their ham tickets soon!) 

After installing a small tower this summer, I have 

been considering how to boost my HF signals on 

the higher bands.  Currently, I am looking at pur-

chasing a modest triband yagi for 10-20m.  Per-

haps this will be installed by the time I write next 

monthôs column!   

In terms of DX, there seemed to be above-

average propagation on the HF bands, probably 

courtesy of the improving solar cycle (note to 

selfðcheck with K9LA about the forecast for Oc-

tober!).  The best contact was probably with 

9N7AA in Nepal on 15m CW.  Not bad! 

The flyer at the end of this monthôs HamNews still 

mentions an upcoming new Technician licensing 

class.  I hope to have more details for next 

monthôs edition of HamNews.  (In full disclosure, I 

am trying to wrap up a few extra classes at work 

so I can devote more time to this.)  If you would 

like to help demonstrate some part of the hobby 

or if you would like to attend this class, please let 

me know. 

Have a great month! 

73, 

Josh W9HT 
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NWS plans autumn 

storm spotter classes 

By Jay Farlow, W9LW, 

Skywarn net manager 

The National Weather 

Service Northern Indiana 

weather forecast office 

announced six autumn, 

2023 Skywarn storm 

spotter training classes. 

Three classes will be in-person and three will be 

via live webinar. 

Each of the above classes contains the same in-

formation, so thereôs little reason to attend more 

than one. All classes are free and last approxi-

mately two hours. The NWS requires advance 

registration for the 

online classes and 

recommends it for 

the in-person ses-

sions. None of the 

training is specific to 

any county, so it 

doesnôt matter which 

class you attend. 

The NWS recom-

mends that partici-

pants be at least 14 

years old. 

The NWS expects 

volunteer storm 

spotters to take the class at least once every 

three years. It has been my practice, however, to 

take the class annually to refresh my memory 

and to see what changes, if any, NWS had made 

to the curriculum. 

Itôs important to remember that severe weather, 

including tornados, sometimes occurs in autumn. 

A case in point is the November 10, 2002 torna-

do that did damage in Van Wert rated at F3 on 

the Fujita scale.  

For more information or to register, visit https://

www.weather.gov/iwx/Spotter_Event_List. 

 

Date and Time Location 

October 2, 6 p.m. 
ET 

Online 

October 11, 6 p.m. 
ET 

Westville, Indiana (LaPorte 
County) 

October 17, 6 p.m. 
ET 

Angola, Indiana (Steuben 
County) 

October 20, 6 p.m. 
ET 

Bluffton, Indiana (Wells 
County) 

October 25, 11 a.m. 
ET 

Online 

November 6, 1 p.m. 
ET 

Online tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǊǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

!ƎŜƴŎȅ Σ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 


