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SKYWARN Net Controller 

K9JDF Retires after Dec-

ades of Service 

By Jay Farlow, W9LW, SKYWARN 

Net Manager 

After serving as a SKYWARN net 

control station (NCS) operator 

longer than he can remember, 

health issues have forced Bernie 

Holm, K9JDF to retire from NCS 

service.  

Bernie first served as an NCS op-

erator back in the 1970s, when the 

National Weather Service (NWS) 

had an office at Baer Field (now 

known as Fort Wayne International 

Airport). In those days, an amateur 

radio station at the NWS office typi-

cally served as both liaison to the 

NWS and NCS. ñI was a little bit 

unhappy when the National Weath-

er Service moved,ò Bernie said, 

because the closure of the Fort 

Wayne office when the North Web-

ster office opened meant that it 

was no longer feasible for him to 

volunteer at the office. Bernie con-

tinued, however, in his role as an 

NCS operator from his home sta-

tion, for a net that served the 

southeast quadrant of the new of-

ficeôs 37-county warning area. 

Bernie first became interested in 

severe weather in the early 1950s 

as a young Boy Scout in Illinois. 

During a troop outing along the 

Mississippi River, he saw a tornado 

that formed across the river in Io-

wa. ñThat kind of surprised me and 

scared me,ò Bernie said, ñand I 

guess thatôs how I got interested in 

SKYWARN and the weather.ò 

He received his first amateur radio 

license in 1957, around the time he 

graduated high school. The Feder-

al Communications Commission 

issued Bernie the same call sign he 

uses today. Bernie earned a bach-

elorôs degree at the now-defunct 

Valparaiso Technological Institute 

(not associated with Valparaiso 

University), but had trouble finding 

a job after he graduated, so he 

joined the Navy in 1961. 

Because of Bernieôs degree, the 

Navy assigned him to the Syncom 

(synchronous communication) sat-

ellite project, on which the Navy 

was providing support to NASA. 

The project put into service the 

worldôs first geostationary commu-

nication satellite, Syncom 2, over 

Nigeria in 1963. Bernie served 

aboard a the USNS Kingsport, 

whose role was to serve as a satel-

lite control station and uplink sta-

tion, using a 30-foot dish antenna 

while in port at Lagos, Nigeria. At 

one point, Nigerian Prime Minister 

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa boarded, 

and used the shipôs equipment to 

speak to President John F. Kenne-

dy ð the first time two heads of 

state communicated via satellite. 

Bernie came to Fort Wayne in 1966 

to take a job with Magnavox on a 

classified project. He worked there 

for 38 years. Shortly after his arri-

val in Fort Wayne, he became ac-

tive with the Amateur Radio Emer-

gency Service (ARES), which 

eventually led to him taking the 

SKYWARN storm spotter training 

in the 1970s. His ARES volunteer 

work included 90 hours of NCS 

service after the blizzard of 1978. 

He also fulfilled NCS duties during 

the flood of 1982. 

Bernieôs most memorable moments 

as a storm spotter were when he 

saw damage tornadoes did to mo-

bile home parks on Washington 

Center Road in March 1985 and to 

buildings along Saint Joe Center 

Road in May 2001. 

Bernie said his experience as a 

Boy Scout (he earned the rank of 

Eagle Scout and the Silver Award 

in scoutingôs young adult Explorer 

program) and the influence of his 

community-minded parents instilled 

in him the importance of volunteer-

ing to help his community. This op-

portunity to be of service is what he 

most enjoyed about being a storm 

spotter and especially an NCS op-

erator. 

Please join me in thanking Bernie 
for his decades of service to the 
nation, the SKYWARN program 
and our local nets. 
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SKYWARN Net Seeks New NCS Operators 

Even before Bernie Holmsô retirement from NCS 

service, the Allen County SKYWARN net needed 

additional volunteers to serve as NCS operators. 

To serve in this position, an operator must: 

¶ Be able to reliably communicate on the 

146.88 MHz and 146.91 MHz repeaters. 

¶ Have attended a storm spotter class within 

the preceding two years. 

¶ Have become familiar with the Net Opera-

tions Manual. 

A benefit of serving as an NCS operator is ac-

cess to NWSChat, the National Weather Ser-

viceôs private, internet text chat system, which 

enables users to view a variety of useful and in-

teresting severe weather information. 

Any operator who is interested should contact 

net manager Jay Farlow, W9LW at arsw9lw (at) 

gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SKYWARN Net Activates for Storms May 10 

The Allen County SKYWARN net went into ac-

tion May 10 when severe thunderstorms did 

some damage in the area. Chad Beach, W9GGA 

placed the net into standby mode at approxi-

mately 2 p.m. Subsequently, Adam Warrix, 

KD9NRT reported a fallen tree blocking a street 

in south-central Fort Wayne. Other stations that 

checked in included KD9GDY, KD9NYZ, 

KC9CGG (Adams County), KB9JR, KD9NIV, 

KD9INP, W9LW, KC9SJP and KA9IPA. Chad 

terminated net activity at 3:10 p.m. Thanks to all 

stations for their participation. 

From the Editor 

It occurs to me that the Allen County HamNews 

is growing in size.  Thank you to each of the con-

tributors to this monthôs edition.  It is safe to say 

that amateur radio is alive and well in Allen 

County and in the surrounding communities.  

This June edition contains a bunch of information 

on a range of topics and activities: Skywarn 

(thanks to Bernie for his years of service!), Field 

Day 2020, hamfests (in Auburn in July, Winches-

ter in August, and  Fort Wayne in November), 

results from the FM Simplex Contest and the In-

diana QSO Party, the FWRC tailgate picnic in 

August, the ACARTS picnic in August, SKCC 

events and results, and more. 

Please note that the swap section has been up-

dated for this month.  In the future, I will run a 

listing for a month and renew the listing upon re-

quest.  If you have anything that you would like to 

include in this section, please let me know. 

The deadline for materials to be included in the 

July edition of HamNews is Sunday, June 30th.  

Finally, Field Day is approaching.  This classic 

event will be different this year, as noted by Ste-

veôs update on page 2.  Please be sure to get on 

the airðin whatever location you feel safe and 

comfortable.  Due to the corona virus situation, 

the ARRL has made provisions to make it easier 

for operators to participate from their home sta-

tions this year.  Check the ARRL website at 

www.arrl.org for more information.   

Have a great month and 73, 

Josh Long, W9HT 

drjoshlong (at) gmail.com 

P.S. Check throughout this edition of HamNews 

for some late-breaking news items! 
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FWRC Officers 

  
President 

Carole Burke, WB9RUS 
(260) 637-1989  

Wb9rus(at)comcast.net  
  

Vice President 
Paul Prestia, KA3OPZ 
(260) 485-9632  
Phixer(at)gmail.com  

  
Secretary 

Al Burke, WB9SSE 
(260) 637-1989 

Aburke55(at)comcast.net  
  

Treasurer 
Debbie Jenks, KB9DEB 
(260) 484-5060 

Doppysue(at)gmail.com  
  

Communications Manager 
Charles Ward, KC9MUT 
(260) 749-4824 

Kc9mut(at)yahoo.com  
  

Directors 
Steve Nardin, W9SAN 
(260) 482-4039  
W9san(at)arrl.net 

 
Clarke Derbyshire, KG9FM 

(260) 485-6255 
Cderbyshire(at)comcast.net  

 
Brian Jenks, W9BGJ 
(260) 485-5060 

W9bgj1968(at)gmail.com  
 

Spencer Cassady, 
KD9NRS  

(260) 418-6622 
scassady67(at)gmail.com  

Caroleôs Corner 

Another 
month 
has 
zipped 
by, and 
now itôs 
June. Be-
fore we 
know it, it 
will be 
Christ-
mas and 
our Cen-

tennial Year will be over. I hope 
everyone is staying healthy and 
not going stir crazy.  
 
As Steve Nardin and Charles 
Ward have reported, Field Day is 
a go at the Old Fort. As of yet, 
we donôt know if the public will 
be allowed in or not, but we 
know it will be over the airwaves. 
Hopefully, the Mayor will agree 
to be there with us. Fingers 
crossed.  
 
It looks like our June meeting will 
be in the Church parking lot. This 
is a great start. Everyone please 
bring your lawn chairs and a 
something to drink, but remem-
ber, the rest rooms WILL NOT 
be available to us. I might even 
be able to scrounge up a few 
cookies.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing 
everyone againðitôs been too 
long.  
 
73,  
 
Carole WB9RUS  

Fox Hunt is Back! 

The FWRC will resume our Fox 
Hunts starting with the June 7th 
scheduled hunt. Hunters will 
again search for the high power 
fox, and the low power fox. Hunt-
ing outside your vehicle we ex-
pect that hunters will observe 
social distancing protocols and 
wear masks. Please no one 
come to the hunt if you feel sick! 
Masks are NOT required inside 
your vehicle, of course. The 
June fox hunt will start as usual 
at 1:30 pm EDT.  Gathering after 
the hunt is optional. We may just 
have everyone bring some of 
their favorite food and sit in a cir-
cle with > 6 foot distance be-
tween us. Stay tuned for more 
details! 

Field Day 2020 

Please see the separate article 
about Field Day elsewhere in 
this newsletter. 

Tailgate Hamfest is On! 

The August Tailgate Hamfest is 
still planned for the August meet-
ing (8/21 at 6:30pm). Be sure to 
join us for this annual event! 
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