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SKYWARN NCS Operator  

Steven Haxby, N9MEL, Silent Key 

By Jay Farlow, W9LW, Allen County SKYWARN net manager 

The Allen County SKYWARN net suffered a substantial loss 

June 9, when Steve Haxby, N9MEL became a silent key. He 

was 72. Steve retired after a full career as an officer with the 

Allen County Sheriffôs Department. 

We unfortunately have no records to tell us when Steve be-

came a storm spotter, nor when he began serving as a net 

control station (NCS) operator. He was quite active in the 

program, however, not only as a storm spotter and NCS operator, but also helping 

members of the general public at weather radio configuration events. Over the past 

year or so, Steveôs mobility was severely limited, as he spent most of his time in vari-

ous skilled nursing facilities, but he still tried to participate as much as possible. 

The Allen County SKYWARN net misses him greatly. 
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Two June Severe Thunderstorm  

Events Activate Net 

The Allen County SKYWARN net activated for two 

severe thunderstorm events in June. The biggest 

was June 10, causing widespread tree and power 

line damage. The net received the following re-

ports: 

¶ KA9IPA reported a measured gust of 52 mph 

near Woodburn 

¶ KD9ISV reported pea-sized hail in southwestern 

Allen County 

¶ W9SA reported multiple trees down in the north 

half of Churubusco and that a section of US 33 

north of Churubusco was closed. 

¶ KD9NIV reported pea-sized hail in New Haven 

¶ KC9MUT reported pea-sized hail at Minnich Rd. 

and I-469 and later provided a damage report of 

limbs trees up to 16 inches in diameter down 

across a wide swath of eastern and northern 

New Haven. 

¶ KD9OOC reported one-inch diameter limbs 

down on Morgan Rd. at Howe Rd., south of 

Woodburn. 

¶ KB9WWM, provided a damage report of a 

healthy tree with an estimated three-foot diame-

ter, snapped near State Blvd. and Maplecrest 

Road. 

In addition, the following stations stood by during 

the net: KB9JR, KB9OS, KC9GLK, KC9SJP, 

KD9JLL, KD9NRT, KD9NYZ and N9IYI. W9GGA 

and W9LW took shifts as net control. 

June 26, the National Weather Service again is-

sued a severe thunderstorm warning for Allen 

County. Our net activated in standby mode but no 

net members observed weather that met reporting 

criteria. The following stations stood by:  

K9EA, K9FMX, KA9IPA, KB9DEB, KB9DOS, 

KB9DOT, KB9JR, KB9WWM, KC9EZP, KC9MUT, 

KC9RAE, KD9NIV, KD9OOC, KD9PIX, KG9FM, 

N9PWM, W9BGJ, W9HT, WB9NOO and 

WB9UDW. W9LW and W9GGA served as NCS, 

with KB9WWM serving as a backup NCS. 

From the Editor 

Field Day 2020 is now over!  This edition of 

HamNews includes some photos from the Fort 

Wayne Radio clubôs Field Day activation at the 

Old Fort, along with several other Field Day sto-

ries.  Thanks to Steve W9SAN, Al WB9SSE, Jim 

AC9EZ, and Ken N8KR for sharing their Field 

Day stories and photos! 

I ended up operating from my HF mobile station 

(as 1C) from the Indiana Dunes area.  While I did 

not set a record for a number of contacts, I did 

learn the importance of a ground for my hamstick 

antennaða lesson learned for next year! 

As I write this column, the Auburn hamfest is still 

scheduled for next Saturday (July 11th).  Please 

refer to the flyer elsewhere in this HamNews edi-

tion. 

The situation with the coronavirus continues to 

impact all of our lives.  Please remember that you 

are not alone and there are many people to talk 

with on the airwaves! 

The deadline for materials to be included in the 

July edition of HamNews is Friday, July 31st. 

Have a great month and 73, 

Josh Long, W9HT 

drjoshlong (at) gmail.com 

 

 Local Silent Keys 

Adolph Wozniak, WA9WTJ, May 22, 2020 

Jack Reiner, K9LLZ, June 5, 2020 

Steven Haxby, N9MEL, June 9, 2020 

These operators will be missed.  Rest in 

peace and good DX always! 
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FWRC Officers 

  
President 

Carole Burke, WB9RUS 
(260) 637-1989  

Wb9rus(at)comcast.net  
  

Vice President 
Paul Prestia, KA3OPZ 
(260) 485-9632  
Phixer(at)gmail.com  

  
Secretary 

Al Burke, WB9SSE 
(260) 637-1989 

Aburke55(at)comcast.net  
  

Treasurer 
Debbie Jenks, KB9DEB 
(260) 484-5060 

Doppysue(at)gmail.com  
  

Communications Manager 
Charles Ward, KC9MUT 
(260) 749-4824 

Kc9mut(at)yahoo.com  
  

Directors 
Steve Nardin, W9SAN 
(260) 482-4039  
W9san(at)arrl.net 

 
Clarke Derbyshire, KG9FM 

(260) 485-6255 
Cderbyshire(at)comcast.net  

 
Brian Jenks, W9BGJ 
(260) 485-5060 

W9bgj1968(at)gmail.com  
 

Spencer Cassady, 
KD9NRS  

(260) 418-6622 
scassady67(at)gmail.com  

Caroleôs Corner 

Spring has sprung, Fall has fell, 
Summer is here and itôs hotter 
than H*!!  Well, maybe it isnôt 
that hot, but it is summer and Iôm 

loving it. 

Despite the hassle resulting from 
complying with Corona virus re-
strictions, we had a very enjoya-
ble June Foxhunt. A total of elev-
en hunters joined in the fray in 
addition to the two folks serving 
as the fox. So we are back in 
business on that front. 

We held the June FWRC meet-
ing in the Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church parking lot.  
We had a total of 9 attendees. 
Not a huge turnout, but it was a 
meeting and we worked out a 
few last minute details regarding 
Field Day. 

June 27 was Field Day at the 
Historic Old Fort Wayne.  Attend-

ance was slim, which was to be 
expected.  I know that Charles, 
KC9MUT, smoked ribs for con-
sumption later in the day.  I know 
this because I smelled them 
when I was there to present the 
Proclamation from Mayor Tom 
Henry making June 27, 2002 
Fort Wayne Radio Club Day for 
our Centennial Year.   

Our next meeting will again be in 
the church parking lot, July 17.  I 
hope we see a few more faces 
or at least eyes over masks.   

Everyone stay well and enjoy the 
weather. 

 
73,  
 

Carole WB9RUS  

 
 
 
Tailgate Hamfest is On! 

The August Tailgate Hamfest 
is still planned for the August 
meeting (8/21 at 6:30pm). Be 
sure to join us for this annual 
event! 


