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Welcome to a new month!  A few highlights of this 

edition follow: 

INQP 

As noted, the Indiana QSO party is slated for May 

7th.  Please check out the special section in this 

edition for lots of information and options on how 

you can participate in this fun event. 

Hamvention 2022 

After a two-year hiatus, Hamvention 2022 is a go 

this year!  Xenia is about a two hour drive from 

Fort Wayne, so a day trip to Hamvention is a great 

way to spend an afternoon (or even a weekend). 

For me, Hamvention is the unofficial start of the 

summer season and a great chance to see friends, 

learn more about the hobby, and find a great deal 

or two.   

Cycle 25 Continues On 

The HF bands continue to heat up!  A few eve-

nings ago I was able to work 9K2NO on 20m CW 

with a single call (running 100w into a dipole).  Lis-

ten to the bands, call CQ, and see who calls you 

back! 

FM Simplex Contest 

Last month I decided to go rovering and tested out 

a Yaesu FT-817 that N8KR got in an estate sale.   

While my rover station wasnôt overly powerful, I did 

have fun chatting with a handful of local stations.  

Results from the contest should be available this 

month and will be posted in the June edition of 

HamNews.  Thanks to ACARTS for sponsoring 

this event. 

Wrapping Up 

See you in Xenia later this month! 

73, 

Josh, W9HT 



 Allen County HamNews ð May 2022 ð Page 3 

 



 Allen County HamNews ð May 2022 ð Page 4 

 



 Allen County HamNews ð May 2022 ð Page 5 

 

FWRC Officers 
2022 

  
President 

Carole Burke, WB9RUS 
(260) 637-1989  

Wb9rus(at)comcast.net  
  

Vice President 
Paul Prestia, KA3OPZ 
(260) 485-9632  
Phixer(at)gmail.com  

  
Secretary 

Al Burke, WB9SSE 
(260) 637-1989 

Aburke55(at)comcast.net  
  

Treasurer 
 Bob Streeter, W8ST  

 
Communications  

Manager 
Charles Ward, KC9MUT 
(260) 749-4824 

Kc9mut(at)yahoo.com  
  

Directors 
Steve Nardin, W9SAN 
(260) 482-4039  
W9san(at)arrl.net 

 
Clarke Derbyshire, KG9FM 

(260) 485-6255 
Cderbyshire(at)
comcast.net  

 
Terry Bowman, K9FMX 
(260) 705-7128 

Tjbowman(at)frontier.com  
 

Larry Temenoff, KB9OS 
  

Newsletter Editor 
Josh Long, W9HT 

C²w/ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ нлнн 

CƻȄƘǳƴǘǎ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ /ƭǳō aŜŜǝƴƎǎ 

рκмκнлнн рκоκнлнн рκмоκнлнн 

сκмнκнлнн сκтκнлнн сκмтκнлнн 

тκмлκнлнн тκрκнлнн тκмрκнлнн 

уκтκнлнн уκфκнлнн уκмфκнлнн 

фκмуκнлнн фκсκнлнн фκмсκнлнн 

млκнκнлнн млκммκнлнн млκнмκнлнн 

ммκсκнлнн ммκуκнлнн ммκмуκнлнн 

-- ммκнфκнлнн мнκфκнлнн 

Spring has sprung, the grass is riz, I 
wonder where the summer is.  
 
I hope everyone is doing well and 
enjoying the weather and not having 
to bundle up too much to get the 
mail!  I, for one, am thoroughly en-
joying it. 
   
We hopefully will be operating a 
Special Even Station on Sunday 
June 12th at Parkview Field during 
the Tin Caps vs. Lake County game 
to promote our Field Day effort; 
where-ever it is this year. The city 
will be reworking the Spy Run bridge 
where is crosses over the St. Maryôs 
river, so convenient  access to the 
Old Fort will likely not be possible, 
as we understand the situation. We 
are currently trying to find a new lo-
cation for Field Day.  During our 
next Board meeting we will be dis-
cussing this matter.  City/County 

parks are a consideration; unfortu-
nately they do not allow overnight 
stays. If anyone has a suggestion, 
please let a board member know 
ASAP.   
 
It is so nice to be back in the church 
for our meetings.  Every month we 
get a few more members in attend-
ance than the month before.  I am 
hoping to have enough to fill the big 
room again.  
 
Our program this month is on the 
Club's Equipment Loaner Program.   
 
Take care, stay healthy, and enjoy 
the spring.  
 
73,  
 

Carole, WB9RUS  
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FORT WAYNE RADIO CLUB 
MEETING MINUTES  

 

8 April 2022 

The April meeting of the Ft. Wayne Radio 
Club was held at the Good Shepherd Unit-
ed Methodist Church (GSUMC) on 8 April, 
2022.   

Club President Carole Burke, WB9RUS 
welcomed the attendees (about 26). She 
led everyone in the pledge of allegiance as 
is our usual practice. Then all present intro-
duced themselves by their name and call-
sign. Then she welcomed a new-to-be 
ham, Jimmy Branton who was attending 
tonightôs meeting for the first time and is 
actively working on earning his ticket. 

Treasurer Bob Streeter, W8ST provided 
data regarding the current club Treasury 
statistics as of 8 April, 2022, to wit: 

Savings-                              $1,843.21 

Checking-                            $7,142.16 

Vanguard Money Market     $11,327.43 

Year-To-Date Income          $1,250.00 

Year-To-Date Expenses      $1,355.47 

Club members count           146 

Bob noted that the current value our liquid 
assets is $20,312.80, and this of course 
does not include the value of our repeaters, 
trailer and its contents, loaner equipment 
and Field Day rigs, and other items in the 
clubôs inventory. 

Continuing the discussion (from last 
monthôs meeting, see March meeting 
minutes) of the proposal to increase the 
limit on the expenditure of club funds (from 
$150.00 to $500.00) that can be authorized 
by a vote of the Board of Directors without 
the need for approval by  club vote.  There 
had been some concern expressed that the 
income reported in 2022 was $1,250.00, a 
small amount compared to the possibility of 
spending up to $500.00 without requiring a 
membership vote on such an expenditure. 
Bob Streeter pointed out that the total 
amount brought in for 2022 memberships 
was about $3,100.00, a large amount of 
that realized in CY 2021 during the dues 
promotion at the Fort Wayne Hamfest. He 
also noted again that the current value of 
the clubôs liquid assets was $20,312.80.   

After some additional discussion regarding 
the $500.00 spending limit, there was a 
follow-on discussion regarding establishing 
a ñCircuit Breakerò safeguard on spending.  
Then the following was proposed and se-
conded:  

 The spending limit for a Board of Directors 
authorized expenditure will be set at no 
more than $500.00 per expenditure. 

If at any time the combined liquid assets of 
the club should fall below $5,000.00, all 
expenditures by the club will cease. The 
cessation of expenditures will remain in 

place until such time as the value of the 
assets again exceeds $5,000.00. 

The proposal(s) were voted on and ap-
proved unanimously by the membership in 
attendance. 

Al Burke, WB9SSE gave a brief update on 
the status of FWRC repeaters.  The 
146.76, 146.94 (Fusion), and 444.875 ma-
chines are operating normally.  The 
442.99375 (D-STAR) machines is operat-
ing normally but we are about to lose our 
Internet connection at the Parrott Rd. site.  
Al Burke and Paul Prestia, KA3OPZ are 
experimenting with a Hot Spot wireless 
router that Al acquired that, along with a 
subscription with an economy ISP, ought to 
provide us with Internet connectivity at Par-
rott Rd. for $10.00/month assuming their 
experiment is successful.  

The 146.910 (Echo-Link) machine at PFW 
is on the air and operating with a temporary 
Motorola receiver-transmitter provided by 
Jim Pliett, K9OMA, although the Echo-Link 
interface is not currently active. Al and Paul 
had to pull the newly acquired Tait TB-
8100 receiver/transmitter module and send 
it back to Sunny Communications so that 
Sunny could check the receiver front end 
tuning in order to track down the reason for 
the desense seen at 146.91 when the Tait 
hardware is installed.  Hopefully Sunny will 
discover a problem with the receiver tuning 
and solve the problem. 

Carole noted that the club is planning to 
conduct another Special Events Station 
activity during a Tin-Caps ballgame at 
Parkview, as we did last year. We intend to 
conduct the event on Sunday, June 12th, 
assuming the Tin-Caps can accommodate 
that date. That date would give us the op-
portunity to advertise Field Day at the Fort 
via an on-the-air discussion about the 
event by Carole with Tin-Caps play-by-play 
announcer Mike Maahs on ESPN-1380 
during the game. Club members are en-
couraged to plan on attending the game, 
do a little operating, and enjoy a brew and 
a hot dog, and a little baseball. 

Carole also noted that we will conduct the 
Spring ( Summer) Banquet on Saturday 
evening, June 25th at the Old Fort during 
Field Day. The club will as usual provide 
hot dogs, hamburgers, condiments 
(including mayonnaise, which mysteriously 
disappeared at last yearôs banquet), plates, 
cutlery and lemonade. Those attending 
should plan to carry-in other goodies of 
your choice (meat balls and/or deviled 
eggs are always a popular item) to round 
out the meal expertly prepared by our chef 
Charles Ward, KC9MUT. Mark it on your 
calendar, plan to try your hand at operat-
ing, and bring your appetite. 

Other activities on the calendar include: 

May ï Steve Nardin, W9SAN will fill us in 
on the Clubôs equipment loaner program. 
The club has several items of test equip-
ment and several HF and VHF/UHF trans-

ceivers available to club members for loan. 
Steve will describe what we have and how 
to acquire the use of them. 

June - Ron Gregory, W9RGM, will tell us 
about his experiences as a disk jockey at 
WOWO during the 60ôs, 70ôs and 80ôs. 
(Former WOWO personalities Chris Rob-
erts, Don Chevillet and Art Saltzberg will 
also be present and contribute to Ronôs 
program). We expect a significant turnout 
for this event and so have rented Rausch 
Hall at the GSUMC to accommodate the 
crowd. Note that Ron just recently suffered 
a stroke and heart attack, but he seems to 
be on the mend, and he is planning on 
providing his presentation in June. 

July ï Paul Prestia, KA3OPZ, will provide a 
program on ñEverything you need to know 
about getting registered for and operating 
on, DSTARò. 

In August we will conduct the Tailgate 
Hamfest in Parking Lot #3 on the PFW 
campus. The parking lot provides us a cov-
ered area out of any potential weather, the 
sun, and those pesky bumble bees preva-
lent that time of the year.  Attendance is 
free as is the parking. The 10% portion of 
sellerôs sales that was normally given to the 
club will be donated to the PFW Science 
Club as a thank you for the use of the facili-
ties.  We may conduct the Club Auction, 
which was normally held in January, during 
the Tailgate Hamfest. Or we may schedule 
it for another date in August at Parking Lot 
#3. A decision is pending. 

Following the business meeting we were 
treated to a very well prepared presenta-
tion by Ken Rogner, N8KR on the clubôs 
strategy regarding winding up the top scor-
er in the upcoming Indiana QSO Party con-
test to be held on Saturday, May 7th.  The 
club will set up a Multi-Op/Multi-Multi facility 
at Larry Temenoffôs QTH but some partici-
pants will conduct Single-Op as well.  Ken 
provided detailed insight into the N1MM 
contest logging software that is recom-
mended to be used during the contest as 
well as other information regarding the 
INQSO event. 

The meeting adjourned about 8:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Al Burke, WB9SSE 
Secretary, Fort Wayne Radio Club   
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Indiana QSO Party 2022 

May 7, 11am-11pm local time 

Keeping Fort Wayne Radio Club #1 

In the past two years, 38 different Fort Wayne Radio Club members have submitted logs for the Indi-

ana QSO Party club competition.  For the past two years our club received award plaques for being 

the top scoring club in the state. Last year we set a new record with a score close to 930,000 points.  

So what does it take to hit the million mark?  The answer is simple . . . your participation!  You donôt 

need to spend 12 hours on the radio but you do need to make a bunch of contacts and log them. If 

you have a special logging program like N1MM or N3FJP, set them up for Indiana QSO party and 

youôre ready to go. If you log by paper, use the logging and scoring sheets included in this newslet-

ter.  Some important points: 

¶ EVERYBODY COUNTS: ANY ONE ANY WHERE! 

¶ Multipliers include Indiana Counties, US States, and Canadian Provinces: 154 SSB, 154 CW 308 

total! 

¶ There are 15 states all having their qso parties on Saturday. . . answer their ñCQôsò and log óem! 

(In fact, answer anyone calling CQ ï EVERYONE COUNTS) 

¶ Unless 40 meters is ñshort,ò expect to find Indiana Counties on 80 meters . . . especially in the 

evening. 

¶ You can work the same station on different bands and different modes (You can work W9TE on 

40ssb, 40cw, 20ssb, 20cw, etc.) 

¶ County line stations can be logged as two contacts with the two counties (Log N8KR 59 INLAG/

INSTE as N8KR 59 INLAG and again as N8KR 59 INSTE) 

¶ When working the other QSO Parties for INQP points, just log their state: you work a station from 

Caribou County Maine (MECAR) ï just log ñMaine ï MEò or you work a station from Clark County 

Nevada (NVCLA) ï just log ñArizona ï AZò Always give out Allen County, Indiana ï INALL 

¶ EVERYBODY COUNTS: ANY ONE, ANY WHERE! 

¶ People all over the world are looking for us. Consider calling CQ: ñCQ anyone anywhere for the 

Indiana QSO Party from your call.ò  Last year 125 Indiana stations submitted their logs for our 

QSO Party . . . and almost 500 out of state stations submitted their logs! 

Here are the qso parties happening on May 7: 

NEQP: ME, NH, VT, MA, RI CT 

7QP: AZ, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY 

INQP: IN (Indiana) 

NEED HELP or HAVE QUESTIONS? Email Ken at N8KR (at) ARRL.NET 
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 Mark May 7th on your calendar for our state's biggest ham radio event!  The Indiana QSO Party puts our state's 
hams on the air with the New England QSO Party, the Delaware QSO Party, and the 7th Area QSO party (WA, OR, 
NV, ID, MT, WY, AZ, & UT states), so lots and lots of activity and others looking for contacts, anyone anywhere! 
 
We currently have two stations planned at the QTH of Larry, KB9OS, one for CW and one for SSB, but adding 
more to cover more bands at the same time is allowable, so we are looking for everyone who would like to oper-
ate. 
 
Please contact me and let me know if you are interested at: w9san (at) yahoo.com 
 
Remember, we have enough operators that are Extra Class, so even if you are a Technician, you can get on the 
HF main bands (160, 80, 40, 20, 15, & 10) and run anywhere in the band! So, if you just got your license, come on 
out and help us operate and see what it is like to have an Extra license!! 
 
There will be an on the air planning meeting announced shortly for next week. Set up of the stations will be on Fri-
day afternoon, May 6th. 
 
Larry says he has typically S-1 noise levels, so this should be sweet operating! 
 
We will be using last year's Field Day interstation interference rules and good separation to keep problems to a 
minimum! 
 
C U there! 
 

73, Steve, W9SAN 
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INQP and its  

Record Holders 

In honor of the upcoming INQP 

(go FWRC!), it seems appropri-

ate to dive into a little bit of trivia 

attached to the Indiana Qso 

Party ï better known as the 

INQP. In particular, itôs interest-

ing to note some of the current 

records for top scores, greatest 

number of contacts, etc. that are 

listed for the INQP. 

Some History: 

According to the INQP website 

(hosted by INQP sponsor 

HDXCC ï the Hoosier DX and 

Contest Club), the INQP was 

originally sponsored by Land O 

Lakes Radio Club, with the 

HDXCC volunteering to run the 

contest starting in 2002. This 

means that 2022 marks the 20
th
 

anniversary of the HDXCC-

sponsored INQP ï quite a land-

mark if I do say so myself! The 

fact that the INQP actually exist-

ed before 2002 makes the INQP 

actually older than the New 

England Qso Party (NEQP), 

which first started in 2002. 

One other tidbit of trivia that is 

important to recognize is that 

the INQP, at least back in the 

early 2000s, didnôt have as 

many entry categories or award  

plaques as we have today. In 

2002, categories (for both in-

state and out-of-state) consisted 

of the following: Single-op (High 

Power, Low Power, and Qrp), a 

Mobile category, and a Multi-op 

category. The number of en-

trants, total, for just the Low 

Power category was 30 

(including out-of-state stations).  

By 2021, the number of Low 

Power stations increased to 60+ 

entrants just from in-state sta-

tions! The INQP has truly be-

come a fixture of the contest 

calendar. 

What Records currently 

stand? 

With the above history in mind, 
the INQP website contains a 
surprisingly detailed listing of 
scores and callsigns from past 
INQPôs, with records existing all 

the way back to that first 
HDXCC-sponsored event in 
2002. Considering the amount 
of time and work it takes to keep 
a website updated and running, 
this is a considerable achieve-
ment. The INQP website is or-
ganized such that records of top
-scores are all located on one 
page, the ñscoresò tab on the 
INQP main website. Letôs high-
light a few of the top-records 
that currently exist. 

First up, we have the record 
score for the Single-op, High 
Power category. This record 
score was set by KE9I in 2003, 
with a total score of 298,374 
points. This score was set from 
Pulaski County, Indiana, which 
is not one of the more common 
counties in the INQP. Interesting 
enough, according to qrz.com, 
KE9I now lives in Illinois, so itôs 
unlikely weôll see station KE9I 

! ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Lbvt ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 



 Allen County HamNews ð May 2022 ð Page 12 

 

participate as an in-state station 

for INQP. 

Another record to note was that 

set by K8MR in the Mobile cate-

gory. In 2005, K8MR turned in a 

whopping 206,198 points. What 

makes this score so amazing is 

the fact that stations who enter 

in the ñMobileò category must 

use antennas that are vehicle 

mounted. This means that any 

antenna(s) used by K8MR had 

to be something small enough to 

be able to fit on his vehicle, such 

as a hamstick or screwdriver an-

tenna. And yet, even with such a 

limited set up, K8MR managed 

to turn in a record-breaking 

score that dwarfs most of the 

top scores from both the Single-

op High Power and Single-op 

Low Power categories. 

Speaking of 2005, a different 

record was set in that year that 

still stands today ï the Multi-op 

category record score. This 

score was set by station WN9O 

with a score of 226,472 points. 

The biggest difference between 

the Multi-Op and the Multi-Multi 

category is that in the Multi-Op 

category, one station is used for 

the entire INQP, whereas in the 

Multi-Multi category, any num-

ber of stations may be used. 

Looking up WN9O on qrz.com, 

one can see how such a score 

could be achieved (quite an im-

pressive set up!). Even so, a 

score of that magnitude requires 

more operator skill than equip-

ment, so hats off to the WN9O 

crew for a fantastic score! 

The records listed above are 

just a few of the many scores 

currently recorded. Record-

breaking scores as recently as 

last year have gone into the his-

tory books, such as the tremen-

dous FWRC effort in the Club 

Competition category of 

934,000+ points, or the Single-

op Low Power record set by 

N9RD in 2020 with 183,000+ 

points. Even so, some records 

have stood the test of time, with 

records lasting almost 20 years 

in some categories.  

History has inevitably shown 

that almost all records or scores 

will eventually be broken. Is 

2022 the year a new record will 

be set? Only time will tell, and 

that time is just one week away. 

73 de Jim AC9EZ 



 Allen County HamNews ð May 2022 ð Page 13 

 

Hello everyone! 

Our last board meeting was on April 12th. We went over 
some details for the upcoming hamfest. We also talked 
about having virtual meetings for board meetings and gen-
eral meetings using Teams, Skype, or Zoom. With the rising 
fuel prices and tight schedules, some of us have thought 
that this might help bring up the meeting attendance. Our 
May meeting will be the first run of using virtual meetings. 
We still have the Secretary position open on the ACARTS 
board. If anyone is interested in being a part of our board, 
please email me at w9tsb (at) outlook.com. 
 
Our last general meeting was on the 19

th
 of April 2022; we 

had a very small group that attended. We talked more 

about doing virtual meetings.  

Our next general meeting (5/17) will be held virtually.   Kev-

in KB9RLW will be joining us for a Q&A. If you would like to 

have a dry run to make sure your computer is working right 

for virtual meetings or if you would like an invitation to the 

May meeting, just email me at w9tsb (at) outlook.com. 

Thank you, all! 

Chris McCullough, W9TSB 
(P.S. from the editor.  Watch for the results of the FM Sim-
plex Contest in next monthôs edition.) 

ACARTS Officers 
2022 

 

President 
Chris McCullough W9TSB 

260-312-2750 
kd9lrw(at)gmail.com 

  
Vice President 
Jim Boyer KB9IH 
260-489-6700 
kb9ih(at)arrl.net 

  
Secretary 

 (open) 
 

Treasurer 
Howard Pletcher N9ADS 

260-747-5252 
n9ads(at)arrl.net 

  
Station Manager 

Jim Sampiere KD9NPL 
260-999-8132 

Kd9npl(at)gmail.com 
   

Fundraising Manager 
Fred Gengnagel KC9EZP 

260-704-7801 
kc9ezp(at)gmail.com 

  
Directors at Large 
Bob Erb N9PWM 
260-466-7772 

roberterb(at)hotmail.com 
   

Steve Shannon K9SKS 
260-704-5353 
k9sks(at)aol.com 

 
Dan Dahms N9NWH 
260-503-4163  
n9nwh(at)arrl.net 

   
W9INX Trustee 

Dave Lindquist W9LKH 
260-485-6135 

w9lkh(at)comcast.net 
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Finding Treasures  

in the Garage 

By Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA 

What do you do on a nice warm 
day in Spring? For me, it was 
time to do some clean-up in the 
garage ï specifically on the ra-
dio workbench and the very old 
TV cabinet that has collected 
many items over the years. Here 
are some good treasures that I 
found. 

Hy-Gain BN-86 Balun ï This is a 
1:1 balun that handles 2 kW 
PEP. The spec sheet says it co-
vers 3-30 MHz, but my meas-
urement of it with a 50 ohm load 
indicates it should be usable 
down to 1.8 MHz. Take that with 
caution, though, as I donôt know 
if over-heating could be a prob-
lem when used on topband. This 
balun is headed to a local ham. 

W2DU Beam Balun ï The label 
on this item says it covers 10-
40m, and the name suggests itôs 
to be used with beam (Yagi) an-
tennas. The label doesnôt speci-
fy the impedance ratio, so I 
measured it with a 50 ohm load 
and a 200 ohm load. Itôs a 1:1 
balun. And it measured a low 
SWR from 160-10m. I donôt 
know what Iôll do with this item ï 
save it for a rainy day, I guess. 

115 VAC Fan ï This is made by 
COMAIR-ROTRON. It delivers 
20 CFM. I am going to mount 
this on my vintage Hallicrafters 
HA-1 T.O. Keyer. This electronic 
keyer uses four tubes and is in a 
7ò wide by 5ò high by 7ò deep 
metal enclosure. It gets hot, and 
Iôve noticed that the dot-to-dash 
ratio changes a bit as it gets hot-
ter. The fan should resolve this 
issue. 

Mini SWR Meter ï This is a 
Calrad 65-287 dual meter SWR 
bridge. The data sheet doesnôt 
list a maximum power. My plan 

is to use it with my homebrew 
QRP (250 milliwatts) 10m side-
band transceiver. With Cycle 25 
ascending, this transceiver will 
again offer lots of fun in a small 
package. See the accompany-
ing image of this SWR meter on 
the 10m transceiver. 

Ameritron RCS-4 Remote An-
tenna Switch ï I have to admit 
that I completely forgot about 
this item. It remotely switches 
between four antennas. It had a 
broken UHF connector on the 
box that mounts at the tower 
(how that broke is a story for an-
other day). I was in the mood to 
fix it, and I completed the repair 
in a couple hours (had to pretty 
much disassemble the entire 
unit to re-
place the 
UHF con-
nector). 
Now I have 
a third re-
mote anten-
na switch. I 
guess that 
means I 
need anoth-
er tower 
with anten-
nas on it. I 
am working 
on that. 

I also found 
many little 
items: two 
center insu-
lator as-
semblies for 
dipoles/
inverted-
vees, some 
interesting 
variable ca-
pacitors 
with gear-
reduction 
drives, a 
four-foot 
collapsible 

whip antenna (hmmm, some-
thing for a portable rig), a box of 
little relays, a box of crystals and 
other stuff. 

These finds could keep me very 
busy this summer. 
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April 2022 

The FWRC April 2022 Fox Hunt got underway on 

time on April 3
rd
, a Sunday with cool breezes and 

mostly overcast. At the starting point were two 

teams:  Charles, KC9MUT, and the Burke/Pliett 

team consisting of K9OMA, WB9SSE, WB9RUS, 

& KA9YYI. When 1:30 pm rolled around, the Fox 

team of W9LAN & W9SAN began transmitting.  

The Foxes had chosen the Youth League ball 

park complex located in the little town of Wood-

burn in eastern Allen County. Linda and Steve 

were using this opportunity to test out their new 

Fox Hunting antenna, a Diamond 10 element two 

meter beam on the roof of their trusty Honda Od-

yssey. 

With 25 watts to the yagi, signals were a little 

light at the starting point near the center of Allen 

County. One issue was pointing the antenna at 

the start location and the narrow beam of the new 

yagi. This antenna is one that any ham with a 

need for a light weight, easily portable 2 meter 

beam should consider. It can be assembled and 

taken down without need for any tools, plus it is 

light and could work fine for any portable or SO-

TA type activity, as well as Fox Hunting, or using 

for SSB or FM as polarization is easy to change. 

SWR is almost flat across the entire 2 meter 

band, never going above 2.0 to 1.0. 

As the minutes progressed, we dropped power 

on the main fox from 25 watts, down to 10 watts, 

and finally down to 5. After about 45 minutes, we 

noticed Charlesô truck going down a nearby 

street, so we knew we were finally localized. The 

other team was not having good luck with trains 

and got held up for a while, and showed up 

roughly 15 minutes later. 

The micro fox was hidden underneath an alumi-

num dugout bench, and the metal surrounding it 

was a very effective attenuator. In fact, it was so 

good you needed to be within 25 feet to hear the 

fundamental frequency and the third harmonic 

frequency was pretty much undetectable! While 

this was all playing out, early baseball parents 

and their children were mostly ignoring us and 

teaching baseball fundamentals. We were told 

that by next week, the park would be full of 

games going on, so we chose wisely! 
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At the conclusion of the hunt, we had Charles as 

the first to find, followed by Jim and Al. Getting 

down on all fours to find the Fox underneath the 

bench was a minor challenge, and required some 

rather uncomplimentary contortions!  Afterwards, 

the hunter teams heading to Rack and Helenôs 

eatery in New Haven for tall tales comfy seats.  

The next Fox Hunt is this coming May 1
st
, so plan 

on having some fun in the (hopefully) warmer 
weather. 

 

I¦b¢9w !twL[ нлнн 
{/hw9 

¸¢5 {/hw9 

².фw¦{ м н 

².ф{{9 м н 

Yфha! м м 

Y!ф¸¸L м м 

²ф{!b м о 

²ф[!b м о 

![9· л о 

Y/фa¦¢ о у 

²5ф¢{¢ л н 

²5ф¢¢Y л н 

²5ф¢¢[ л н 

L!b л н 



 Allen County HamNews ð May 2022 ð Page 17 

 

Who Stole the Generator? 

By N8KR with documentation provided by WA9BBN 

Ed stopped by the other day with an old QST: Septem-

ber 1947 to be exact! In perusing this old magazine, 

Ed discovered that the Central Division Communica-

tions Manager lived in New Haven: Ted Clifton-

W9SWH (later W9TC). In further reading, Ed hap-

pened upon the Central Division section report.   

In doing some research on Ted Clifton, I 

discovered that he was past president 

and vice-president of the Fort Wayne Ra-

dio Club. He also served as the trustee of 

the club station.  Ted passed away in De-

cember of 2006. Was this mystery ever 

solved? 
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