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For some reason this monthôs edition of the 

HamNews strikes me as one of the more varied 

editionsðlast monthôs Derecho storm, Field Day, 

and the 13 Colonies eventðjust to name a few 

highlights. 

Derecho 

I hope that each of you were able to stay safe dur-

ing the storm last month.  I happened to be in On-

tario, Canada that night (operating as /VE3), but 

followed the storm progress live.  Jay, W9LW pro-

vides the story of the wicked storm and of the local 

hams that provided support for Skywarn.   

Field Day 2022 

Another Field Day is in the history books.  Check 

out the photo coverage of the event in this monthôs 

edition.   

VHF Contests 

Carl, K9LA talks about his experience with the 

VHF contest last month.  Be sure to check the 

VHF bands frequently for summer propagation! 

Operating HF portable 

As a result of his recent portable operations, Jim, 

AC9EZ discusses ground conductivity in this edi-

tion.  Shocking. Positively shocking. 

13 Colonies Event 

This annual operating event is currently on the air.  

Check out page 3 for more information on this fun 

operating event. 

Wrapping Up 

After last monthôs storm and events, perhaps this 

month will be a little more tame.  Enjoy the sum-

mer!  God bless the United States of America. 

73, 

Josh, W9HT (& sometimes W9HT/VE3) 
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ñThree rounds of se-

vere storms that be-

gan the afternoon of 

June 13th and con-

tinued into the over-

night hours led to a 

significant swath of 

straight line wind 

damage. At the Fort 

Wayne Airport, a 

wind gust of 98 mph 

from the severe 

storm was recorded. 

This led to signifi-

cant damage in the 

Fort Wayne ar-

eaò (NWS, 2022). 

This special section 

to the Allen County 

HamNews includes 

coverage of this his-

toric storm by Jay, 

W9LW.  Special 

thanks to all of the 

local ham operators 

who supported the 

Skywarn net that 

night. 

The photos to the 

right illustrate some 

of the local damage 

and are courtesy of 

Ashley Smoot. 

ðEditor 
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Skywarn net activates for record-breaking derecho 

By Jay Farlow, net manager, Allen County Skywarn 

 

Tree, automobile and utility damage caused by the June 13, 2022, derecho in the Waynedale area of southwestern Fort 

Wayne, photographed June 14 by storm spotter Ashleigh Smoot. Photo used with permission. 

A destructive, severe thunderstorm, which the National Weather Service (NWS) subsequently classified as a derecho, 

caused significant damage June 13, especially in southwestern Fort Wayne and Aboite Township. The storm produced a 

record, 98 mph wind gust at the Fort Wayne International Airport automated surface observing system at 10:39 p.m. ET. 

The Allen County amateur radio SkywarnÈ net played an important role in providing valuable reports to the NWS North-

ern Indiana weather forecast office (IWX). 

IWX issued a severe thunderstorm warning for Allen County at 9:30 p.m. ET. Between that time and 12:05 a.m., when 
net operations associated with the derecho discontinued, the net received and relayed to IWX a total of at least 63 storm 
spotter reports from at least 21 different ham radio-equipped storm spotters (See Table 1, below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report Type Number 
Wind damage 37 
Hail 11 
Power outage 7 
Flash flood 5 
Wind measurement 2 
Roll cloud 1 
Total 63 

Table 1: Counts of storm spotter reports by type received by the Allen County amateur radio 

Skywarn net between 9:30 p.m. ET June 13, 2022, and 12:05 a.m. June 14. 

https://www.weather.gov/lmk/derecho
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"The near real time reports the National Weather Service Northern Indiana received from Allen County amateur radio 

operators were crucial in helping us determine the scope of the damage that was underway,ò said IWX meteorologist 

Lonnie Fisher, N8QKJ. 

ñThe net was relaying reports of numerous trees and tree limbs down at such a rapid rate that I was struggling to keep 

up with sending them as NWS local storm reports,ò Fisher continued. ñWe wish to thank the Allen County, Indiana ham 

radio operators for their assistance in this and other events.ò 

At times the net was quite busy. During a peak period, the net received and relayed a report every minute. 

Early forecast 

Net leaders be-
gan planning net 

operations when 
the day-one con-
vective outlook 
that the NWS 
Storm Prediction 
Center (SPC) 
issued at 8:24 
a.m. ET placed 
Allen County in a 
level three of five 
(enhanced) cate-
gorical risk of 
severe weather. 
The outlook fore-
cast a 30% prob-
ability of damag-
ing, straight-line 
winds and a 
10% or greater 
probability that 
any such winds 

could exceed 75 
mph 

 

                                                 SPC map showing categorical risk levels as of 8:24 a.m. ET June 13. 

Later that day, IWX forecast multiple waves of thunderstorms, with the first wave being less severe than the second. 

Net manager Jay Farlow, W9LW created an on-call schedule for net control station (NCS) operators. This determined in 

advance who would lead the net during different times of day, should activation become necessary. 

First wave arrives 

At 4:35 p.m. ET, IWX issued severe thunderstorm warning number 26 for extreme southwestern Allen County. 

Two minutes later, Chad Beach, W9GGA activated the Allen County Skywarn net in standby mode on the Allen County 

Amateur Radio Technical Society 146.88 MHz repeater. As the netôs operations manual explains, standby mode allows 

stations to continue to use the repeater as they wish, including simply checking in, while an NCS stands by to handle 

any reports that storm spotters transmit. At 4:58 p.m., IWX issued severe thunderstorm warning number 27 for a larger 

portion of southern Allen County. At 5:02 p.m. Rich Detommaso, KD9ISV took over as NCS. By 6 p.m., both warnings 

had expired. KD9ISV called for check-ins and then terminated net activity. During this period, the net received one spot-

ter report of hail. 

In addition to W9GGA and KD9ISV, the following stations checked in during this standby session: 

AC9XS, AC9XU, K9SKS, KB9YTT, KC8EDS, KC9MUT, KC9SJP, KC9XU, KD8GOB, KD9NYZ, KD9QHI and KD9QZC. 

Two minutes after SPC issued the watch, KD9ISV re-activated the net in standby mode. W9GGA took over as NCS at 
7:12 p.m., followed by W9LW at approximately 7:30 p.m. 

https://fwrc.info/download/allen-co-skywarn-net-operations-manual-20210727/?wpdmdl=3680&refresh=62b90354a38c61656292180
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The wording of the watch, combined with input from IWX meteorologists and reports of storm damage to the northwest 

of Allen County led W9LW to expect the possibility of a high volume of spotter reports. He therefore arranged for two 

other operators to act as liaisons to IWX, via the NWSô internet chat system, NWSChat. W9GGA and Jim Stephens, 

KD9NYZ would alternate typing reports into the NWSChat, so the net could take a new report while one of them was still 

entering the previous report. 

At 9:50 p.m. ET, IWX issued severe thunderstorm warning number 45, whose polygon included more than half of Allen 
County. The warning included a thunderstorm damage threat tag of ñdestructiveò and a maximum wind gust tag of 80 
mph. The warning would be in effect until 10:30 p.m. At that time, the heaviest radar echoes were approximately 20 
miles northwest of the county. 

By 10:18 p.m. ET, the fol-

lowing stations had 

checked in: AC9XU, KA9I-

PA, KD8GOB, KD9NYZ, 

KD9QHI, KD9VV, W5TGL, 

W9GGA, W9KMH, W9SA, 

W9TSB and WD9HRP. At 

that time, as radar data 

indicated that the heaviest 

echoes had reached the 

edge of Allen County, 

W9LW transitioned the net 

from standby mode to di-

rected net mode, reminding 

stations that in this mode, 

the net operations manual 

limits transmissions to 

those needed to report 

weather or impacts that 

meet NWS reporting crite-

ria. 

At 10:25 p.m. ET, 

Jerry Etnier, 

KD9QHI made the 

eventôs first report 

of wind damage in 

Allen County. 

At 10:27 p.m. ET, 
IWX issued severe 
thunderstorm warn-
ing number 48, 
which included 
southern Allen 
County. This warn-
ing included the 
same ñdestructiveò 
and 80 mph tags 
as warning number 
45. Warning num-
ber 48 was set to 
expire at 11:15 
p.m. ET. 

 

Polygon (in yellow) for IWX severe thunderstorm warning number 45, issued at 9:50 p.m. 
ET June 13, 2022. Allen County is depicted at the southeastern end of the polygon. 

A large part of Allen County was at the northwestern end of the yellow polygon for IWX severe 

thunderstorm warning number 48, issued at 10:27 p.m. ET June 13, 2022. 
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At 10:30 p.m. ET, severe thunderstorm warning number 45 expired on schedule, but warning number 48 remained 

in effect. At approximately this time (the exact time wasnôt logged), signals on the 146.88 MHz repeater became so 

noisy and difficult to copy that W9LW moved the net to the Fort Wayne Radio Club 146.94 MHz repeater, which 

the netôs operations manual identifies as its secondary frequency. 

When the last severe thunderstorm warning for Allen County expired at 11:15 p.m. ET, W9LW discontinued di-

rected net mode. Because a severe thunderstorm watch remained in effect, he continued net operations in 

standby mode and the net continued, to receive and relay damage reports from storm spotters. 

At 12:03 a.m. ET, IWX announced that severe thunderstorm watch number 356 expired for Allen County. Two 

minutes later, W9LW discontinued net operations, ending a session that ran for five hours, 42 minutes, including 

the initial standby mode. 

During this second session, the following stations participated (in addition to KD9NYZ, W9GGA and W9LW), in-
cluding some who transmitted reports and others who made their availability known outside of directed net opera-
tions: 

AC9XS, AC9XU, K3DCK, K9SKS, KA9IPA, KB9DOS, KC8EDS, KC9JOM, KC9MUT, KC9UOQ, KD9EAA, 

KD9GOB, KD9INP, KD9ISV, KD9KPI, KD9NIV, KD9OOA, KD9PFN, KD9QHI, KD9QZC, KD9VV, N9EHK, N9JFS, 

N9PDX, N9RAG, N9TB, W5TGL, W9KMH, W9LCF, W9SA, W9TSB, WB9UDW and WD9HRP. 

Early morning June 14: yet another watch 

At 1:05 a.m. ET June 14, SPC issued severe 

thunderstorm watch number 365, which in-

cluded Allen County and indicated an expira-

tion time of 7 a.m. Five minutes later, W9G-

GA activated standby mode. Fortunately, no 

storms led to new spotter reports or warnings 

for Allen County. Due to the lack of severe 

weather, W9GGA discontinued standby mode 

at 3:03 a.m. By that time the following sta-

tions had checked in: 

KD8GOB, KD9NIV, KD9NYZ, KD9QHI, 

KD9UGG and N9IYI. 

IWX publishes data on the stormôs own 

web page 

During the days that followed the derecho, 

IWX created a web page that describes the 

event and the atmospheric environment that 

led to it. The page includes images of radar 

data, damage photos and a complete list of 

local storm reports IWX issued, including 

those that resulted from reports provided by 

the Allen County net. 

Net manager praises operators 

ñAllen County hams demonstrated exception-
al communication capabilities and net disci-
pline during these events,ò said net manager 
W9LW. ñAll operators should be proud of their 
participation, whether they transmitted spotter 
reports or stood by, ready to assist if need-
ed.ò 

https://www.weather.gov/iwx/Derecho_20220613
https://www.weather.gov/iwx/Derecho_20220613


 Allen County HamNews ð July 2022 ð Page 9 

 


