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This edition of HamNews makes me feel like a kid in a 

candy storeðwhere do I begin? 

Foxhunting is back this month!  Join the first foxhunt 

on Sunday, February 5th (see the full page announce-

ment for more details).  

The 3Y0J DXpedition should be about underway as 

you read this.  Check out Jim AC9EZôs column for more 

information.  As a side note, I purchased a coffee mug 

in anticipation for the 3Y0Z DXpedition that never oc-

curred in 2018, so I particularly look forward to working 

an all-time-new-one this month!   

Why do operators setup multi-multi operations for 

contests?  Check out the article(s) by Ted K8AQM, Ken 

N8KR, and KU8L to learn the method behind the mad-

ness. 

Whatôs happening on the 10 meter band? Carl K9LAôs 

article this month provides an update.  

Tom KU8T also includes a monthly update for the Lit-

tle Red Barn Net. 

Did you take part in or work any K3Y stations this 

month?  Ed WA9BBN and Ken N8KR provide an up-

date on this annual special event. 

Donôt miss the ham radio auction on Friday, February 

17th!  This free auction is open to all local hams and 

other people with ham gear or related electronics.  See 

the flyer in this edition for more information. 

Finally, my sincere thanks to those who write a column 

for or share information for HamNews.  You are the 

ones who help to make this monthly newsletter possi-

ble. 

Have a great month, and good DX! 

73, 

Josh W9HT 

P.S. Check out the Vibroplex bug in this monthôs for 

sale section! 
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We had another great month in 
January on the LRBN -" Little Red 
Barn Net" Monday thru Friday at 
9:00am on 3.820 mhz.  LSB.  We 
have about 14 to 25 check-ins per 
day, with self-generated topic's 
each day by the check-Ins, but 
Thursday when Jack W9GT picks 
a topic, and we kind of run with it, 
a lot of fun. 

We had just one lunch this month on 1/12/2023 at the Big Eyed Fish on 
Wells Street. Always a great time to eat and socialize with friends, we had 
19 present.  

Also, we have a LUNCH every two weeks alternating from North Fort 
Wayne to South Fort Wayne. We usually have 15 to 25 participants at 
each lunch. 

Dates would be 2/2/2023, 2/16/2023, 3/2/2023 .......  at 11:30am on each 
date. 

If you want to be on the LRBN email list, let me know 
at gmrepair1@aol.com, or message me at 260-437-4676 with your email 
and call sign or name. 

Net Control Operators are Monday KU8T Tom, Tuesday K9FW Al, Wednes-
day KD9HAV Norm, Thursday W9GT Jack, Friday K9SKS Steve. 

We have a Mobile web page at https://gmrepair1.wixsite.com/mobile works 
with Mobile and Computers systems. On the mobile page is Lunch infor-
mation times dates, pictures of previous lunches and other information 

Also, Net Controls use Netlogger you may download the program 
at Download Center (netlogger.org). Also, for smart phoneôs there is Net 
Scraper, go to Play Store for android and download this app. 

73,  

KU8T Tom 

mailto:gmrepair1@aol.com
https://gmrepair1.wixsite.com/mobile
http://netlogger.org/download.php
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2023 
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drjoshlong(at)gmail.com  
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Manager 
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Directors 
Steve Nardin, W9SAN 
(260) 482-4039  
w9san(at)arrl.net 
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Terry Bowman, K9FMX 
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tjbowman(at)frontier.com  
 

Carole Burke, WB9RUS 
(260) 637-1989  
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During our January meeting, we held 

a survey of member interests for the 

Fort Wayne Radio Club for this year. 

A special thanks to Carla KD9ITZ 

(board Member) for tabulating and 

rating all of the information.  The re-

sults follow. 

Survey item ranking 

¶ Item # 7 (Monthly speaker) 

¶ Item # 4 (Summer tailgate auc-

tion/trunk sales at the University 

garage) 

¶ Item # 5 (Speakers and/or tours of 

local commercial broadcast facili-

ties) 

¶ Item # 2 (Have a Go Box to sign 

out) 

¶ Item # 10 (Morse code involve-

ment and /or classes) 

¶ Item # 8 (Working with other ham 

clubs and or hamfest groups) 

¶ Item # 3 (Winter auction) 

¶ Item # 6 (Group trip by bus to the 

Dayton/ Xenia Hamfest) 

¶ Item # 1 (Using your credit card 

for membership payments) 

¶ Item # 9 (On the Air swap and 
shop Net) 

Write in suggestions: 

¶ Frequent publishing of club gear 
which members can borrow. 

¶ QSL cards 

¶ Speaker or cell phone technology. 

¶ Group construction project [10-
80m antenna, 2 or 6m antenna, 
cw/spy transmitter (simple AM)] 

¶ Field Day - more coordination and 
PR 

¶ Winter Field Day training classes 

¶ Kit building 

¶ Having elmers again 

¶ Identifying the band of antennas 
(yagi, end fed/center fed, dipoles, 
etc.) 

¶ Elmer for specific problems In 
shack (digital setup, RFI, etc). 

¶ More educational presentations 

¶ Membership drive and chairper-
son to lead it (young members) 

¶ Special event stations/ Winter 
Field Day 

¶ Technician and upgrade licensing 
classes 

¶ Digital voice and data modes 
presentation  

TNX ES 73 DE KB9OS 

Next FWRC Meeting 

Auction 

Friday, February 17th 

Good Shepherd UMC 
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FORT WAYNE RADIO 

CLUB MEETING MINUTES  

20 January 2023 

The January meeting of the Ft. 

Wayne Radio Club was held at the 

Good Shepherd United Methodist 

Church (GSUMC) on 20 January, 

2023. 

President Larry Temenoff, 

(KB9OS) welcomed all attendees 

(about 45), lead them in the pledge 

of allegiance, and had everyone 

introduce themselves by virtue of 

their name and callsign. 

 Bob Streeter, (W8ST) provided the 

Treasureôs report as of 20 January, 

2023 indicating the following ac-

count balances: 

Savings-        $1,964.75   

Checking-       $7,586.08 

Vanguard MM-              $11,502.24 

Year-to-Date Income-         $175.00 

Year-to-Date Expenses-     $550.00 

Club members count-         155 

Prepaid for 2024-                2 

Larry passed out a survey that in-

quired what the club membership 

would like to see happen this year. 

It asked about reinitiating the Club 

Auction, organizing a bus trip to 

Dayton / Xenia for the Hamfest, 

organizing a road trip to a commer-

cial broadcast facility, pursuing a 

grant from the ARRL to fund the 

development of a club Go-Box, and 

a number of other initiatives includ-

ing activities suggested by the 

membership.  The results of the 

survey were collected and will be 

tabulated by Larry and Board mem-

ber Carla Barrett, (KD9ITZ) and the 

results published in the HamNews 

in the near future.  

One of the immediate results of the 

survey was an interest expressed 

in reinstating the club auction. So a 

motion was put on the floor to vote 

on doing so which was seconded. 

The subsequent vote on the motion 

was in the affirmative.   

Hence the February meeting will 

feature the club auction. It will oc-

cur at the Good Shepherd United 

Methodist Church in Rausch Hall 

starting at 6:30 pm.  The doors will 

open about 6:00 pm to allow sellers 

time to set up.  Paul Prestia, 

(KA3OPZ) will serve as auctioneer 

and Jim Pliett, (K9OMA) will coordi-

nate transactions between buyers 

and sellers. Sellers may establish a 

reserve on items they are selling if 

desired; just get the information to 

the auctioneer.  The club will not 

require a percentage of sellersô 

proceeds but a ñDonations Bucketò 

similar to the one utilized at last 

yearôs Tailgate Hamfest will be pre-

sent for donations. 

Terry Bowman, (K9FMX) noted 

that a minibus could be leased 

from Enterprise to accommodate 

the Dayton / Xenia Hamfest bus 

trip suggestion at a reasonable 

price.  Heôs thinking about a mini-

bus that seats 12 persons plus the 

driver. He will look into it. 

 Larry allowed that the Little Red 

Barn net might like to consider es-

tablishing Nostalgia Thursdayôs as 

an opportunity to talk about ham 

radio as it was thirty to forty years 

ago. They meet every day at 9:00 

am on 3820 KHz.  Contact Larry if 

interested.  

Linda Nardin (W9LAN) announced 

that foxhunting resumes on Sunday 

February 5th starting at 1:30 pm 

from the 24/30 Surplus parking lot 

just north of Carrington Field off 

Coliseum Blvd. Everybody is wel-

come to join in. 

Rich Gilson, (KC9PUX) announced 

that he is participating in Winter 

Field Day from his QTH this com-

ing weekend. Anyone who would 

like to participate at his place is 

welcome. 

Harry Harvey, (N9AR) noted that a 

few area Hams meet for breakfast 

at 7:30 am every Tuesday morning 

at the Lakeside Caf® on Coliseum 

Blvd just south of Lake Ave. Any-

body is welcome to attend, the 

more, the merrier. 

Larry noted that the March program 

will feature Jack Shutt, (W9GT) 

who will talk about vintage, i.e., 

tube radios. 

Pete Herman, (KD9VV) will present 

two consecutive programs on digi-

tal radio, probably at the April and 

May meetings. 

Larry announced that the February 

(Auction) meeting will occur on the 

third Friday (February 17th) but all 

follow-on meetings will occur on 

the second Friday of the month 

from March thru the end of the year 

starting at 6:30 pm. 

Following the business meeting 

Steve Nardin, (W9SAN) gave a 

presentation on solving EMI prob-

lems for the line of Regal-Beloit 

brushless motors used by heating 

and air conditioning system manu-

factures, and the subsequent inter-

actions he has had with hams be-

deviled with these issues. A very 

informative presentation indeed. 

The meeting concluded about 7:55 

pm. 

Respectfully submitted,       

Al Burke, WB9SSE 

Secretary, Fort Wayne Radio Club   

 



 Allen County HamNews ð February 2023 ð Page 7 

 

Sunday, February 5th 

1:30pm 
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Hello everyone! 

Hope you all stayed warm for Winter Field Day! 

Our last general meeting was a virtual meeting.  We cov-

ered the setup and uses of FlRig and FlDigi. 

Also, our late January get together has been moved to 

March 14
th
. It will be at the Applebeeôs at Coventry at 

7:00pm.  We will be holding club elections at that time as 

well.  All attendees will be responsible for their own bill. 

Our February general meeting will be a virtual meeting on 

Zoom; the link will be posted on the ACARTS website at  

www.acarts.com about a week or two before the meeting.  

Those that wish to join the meeting are welcome to do so! 

Thank you, all! 

73, 

Chris McCullough, W9TSB 
 

ACARTS Officers 
2023 

 

President 
Chris McCullough W9TSB 

260-312-2750 
kd9lrw(at)gmail.com 

  
Vice President 
Jim Boyer KB9IH 
260-489-6700 
kb9ih(at)arrl.net 

  
Secretary 

 (open) 
 

Treasurer 
Howard Pletcher N9ADS 

260-747-5252 
n9ads(at)arrl.net 

  
Station Manager 

Jim Sampiere KD9NPL 
260-999-8132 

Kd9npl(at)gmail.com 
   

Fundraising Manager 
Fred Gengnagel KC9EZP 

260-704-7801 
kc9ezp(at)gmail.com 

  
Directors at Large 
Bob Erb N9PWM 
260-466-7772 

roberterb(at)hotmail.com 
   

Steve Shannon K9SKS 
260-704-5353 
k9sks(at)aol.com 

 
Dan Dahms N9WNH 
260-503-4163  
n9wnh(at)arrl.net 

   
W9INX Trustee 

Dave Lindquist W9LKH 
260-485-6135 

w9lkh(at)comcast.net 

 

http://www.acarts.com
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How Many 
Meters Are 
Best? Ten 
Meters Are 
Best! 

 

By Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA 

I really enjoy the end of Novem-
ber and early December. Thereôs 
the CQ WW DX CW contest, the 
ARRL 160m contest and the 
ARRL 10 Meter contest ï on con-
secutive weekends. Although 
they are contests, thereôs lots of 
DX to be worked. 

With Cycle 25 sending out lots of 
EUV (extreme ultra-violet radia-
tion ï the true ionizing radiation of 
the F2 region), 10-meters has 
been good for many months. Get 
on and enjoy it! And it will get bet-
ter as Cycle 25 continues its as-
cent to solar maximum, which is 
expected to be somewhere in the 
2024/2025 time frame. 

I was anxious to participate in last 
Decemberôs ARRL 10-Meter Con-
test. But I didnôt want to keep my 
butt in the chair too much for both 
days, so I thought about a goal 
that would allow me to do other 
activities during that weekend. 
The goal didnôt hit me 
until the first station I 
worked Friday evening 
was K9CT in Illinois at 
0015 UTC (7:15 PM local 
time). That supplied my 
goal ï try to work all 
states on CW. 

Friday night was very 
productive. I was on until 
0222 UTC (9:22 PM) ï 
about 2 hours. I worked 
27 states from the New 
England area, to the 
southeastern states, to 
the Midwestern states, to 
the southwestern states 
and finally to the West 
Coast. I suspect most of 
these were made via 

sporadic-E because the signals 
levels were fairly decent. I even 
worked some relatively close 
states ï Michigan, Illinois, Indiana 
and Tennessee. My guess is 
these were via some form of scat-
ter because the signals were pret-
ty weak. 

Saturday was productive, too. I 
added 20 more states. Many 
were strong and suggest F2 prop-
agation. But many were weak, 
indicating scatter. I remember 
some were worked pointing to the 
southwest where the F2 region 
electron densities are higher (the 
equatorial ionosphere is the most 
robust area in the world), and not 
along the true short path, South 
Dakota and North Dakota fell into 
this category. When I quit Satur-
day evening, I was at 47 states. I 
needed 3 more ï Delaware, 
Georgia and Wyoming. 

I picked up Delaware and Geor-
gia during my Sunday morning 
effort. But the contest ended with-
out working Wyoming. I saw three 
Wyoming stations spotted on 
PacketCluster (I was an Assisted 
entry). All I heard were some dits 
and dahs every once in a while. 
They were stronger when pointed 
to the southwest than when point-
ed on the true short path to the 

northwest ï but they still werenôt 
good enough to call. 

Why couldnôt I work Wyoming? 
Looking at ionosonde data 
showed the MUF (maximum use-
able frequency) over the Boulder 
ionosonde was 35 MHz at 1930 
UTC on Sunday. Isnôt that enough 
to work Wyoming? We have to 
remember that ionosondes report 
the MUF for a 3000 km path as-
suming the ionosonde is at the 
midpoint of that path. 

The distance from K9LA to the 
farthest west Wyoming station 
that was spotted (Rock Springs) 
is 2000 km. For a path shorter 
than 3000 km, a higher elevation 
angle is required. A higher eleva-
tion angle requires more ioniza-
tion to refract it back to Earth ï 
which means the MUF for this 
shorter path will be lower (it is the 
same concept as NVIS propaga-
tion ï higher elevation angles dic-
tate going lower in frequency). 
See the accompanying plot show-
ing the MUF for distances from 
100 km to 4000 km when the 
3000 km MUF is 35 MHz. Califor-
nia, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Nevada, Utah and Arizona were 
closer to 3000 km, so I had no 
trouble working them with strong 
signals. 
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3Y0J ï A Historical Occasion 

February has arrived, and although February is 

more traditionally known for its 28 or 29 days 

and the ever popular ñValentineôs Day,ò this 

February will be different. As we speak (or 

write as the case may be), a team of radio am-

ateurs is about to make radio history by activat-

ing what is in all practicality the rarest dxcc en-

tity in the world ï Bouvet Island. With an expe-

dition that starts in January and lists into Febru-

ary, twelve radio amateurs will be challenging 

solar conditions, harsh weather, and mind-

blowing pileups to activate this small speck of 

terra firma in the hostile environment of the ex-

treme southern hemisphere.  

With so many challenges preventing any easy 

activation, the current operation from Bouvet 

will probably be the last activation of this dxcc 

entity for the next 10-20 years. Even if another 

operation occurs in the next few years, it is 

safe to say that the desire and/or need to work 

Bouvet will remain for many years to come. 

From hard-core dx hounds to occasional rag-

chewing amateurs, every amateur that has 

even a slight interest in chasing dx will inevita-

bly be found in at least one of the many pileups 

sure to come! 

With such a momentous operation underway, 

amateurs (particularly the dx hounds) will be 

hungry for news of the operation. Where does 

one go to find such information?  

Actually, there are three main sources of infor-

mation for the 3Y0J dxpedition. Here are those 

three main sources 

DX World https://www.dx-world.net/ 

The Daily DX https://www.dailydx.com/ 

And, the official Facebook page for the 3Y0J 

expedition https://www.facebook.com/

groups/3093983840726129/ 

An additional source for the curious amateur is 

the official website of the 3Y0J dxpedition, 

found at the following link: https://

www.3y0j.no/. This website contains a wealth 

of information, including the latest news on the 

3Y0J team, listings of the Pilot/Media stations, 

propagation predictions, the 3Y0J qsl policy, 

and a myriad of other information. 

There is one important operating 

note for those who will be chasing 

3Y0J on FT8. The team will al-

ways be utilizing ñFox/

Houndò or split operation 

(never simplex!) If Fox/

Hound operation hasnôt 

been a typical part of 

your operating practice, 

maybe give the mode a 

try before jumping into 

the huge pileups of 

3Y0J.  

This dxpedition has seen incredible coverage 

in the ham circles, and with an official media 

pilot for the dxpedition (Steve, N2AJ), this 

dxpedition stands to have some of the best 

media coverage ever seen! With three sepa-

rate media sources providing a near-constant 

flow of information, every amateur with internet 

access has a front row seat to the 3Y0J action. 

Only one thing more needs to be said ï get 

your stations ready ladies and gentlemen! 

3Y0J is coming soon to an airwave near you. 

73 de Jim AC9EZ   

о¸лW 

.ƻǳǾŜǘ !ƘƻȅΗ 

https://www.dx-world.net/
https://www.dailydx.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3093983840726129/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3093983840726129/
https://www.3y0j.no/
https://www.3y0j.no/
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Did you see the recent WANE 15 news story 

about morse code and ham radio?  You can find 

the story and video at: 

https://www.wane.com/news/the-dits-and-dahs-of

-morse-code-in-the-digital-age/ 
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January 

New members: 

K9TCF  Tim 

K9TZ  Dave 

Awards: 

AC9XS 

Senator x 3 

WAS ï CENTURION 

WAS - TRIBUNE 

WAS - SENATOR 

KR9U 

SENATOR 

N9DGL 

WAS - SENATOR 

Operating Activities during the 

month. 

For the Weekend Sprintathon 

(WES) Jan. 7 & 8.  The following 

operators participated.  QSO count 

is shown. 

W9TE                                       461 

KU8T                                         138 

AC9XS                                        86 

W9SA                                          20 

KA9GKE                                     17 

W9GOO                                     11 

W9LW                                           8 

WA9BBN                                       3 

For the Two Hour Straight Key 

Sprint (SKS) on Tuesday evening, 

Jan. 24, 7-9 PM local.  The follow-

ing operators participated.  QSO 

count is shown. 

NJ0U (as K3Y/9)                         44 

AC9XS                                        27 

WA9BBN                                     14 

KA9GKE                                     11 

(K3Y QSL card for January 2023) 

January was an active month for 

many local SKCC members with 

the annual month long K3Y event.  

World wide a total of about 49,000 

QSOs have been made as of Jan-

uary 30.  More results will be in the 

next newsletter. 

The following local members oper-

ated as K3Y/9 ops during the Jan-

uary Straight Key Month: 

NJ0U - 609 QSO's 

W9TE - 514 QSO's 

W9HT - 138 QSO's 

WA9BBN - 66 QSO's 

W9LW - 50 QSO's 

AC9XS - 47 QSO's 

KR9U - 23 QSO's 

73, 

Ed, WA9BBN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Local                                       

News 

Foxhunt Dates 
for 2023 

2/5 

3/5 

4/2 

5/7 

6/4 

7/9 

8/6 

9/17 

10/8 

11/5 

Join in on the 
fun! 
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Straight Key month is about over. Beginning on January 2, SKCC members in 19 world-wide call 
areas can volunteer to operate as K3Y/* for other SKCC members (and any amateurs) to contact. 
The K3Y operators sign up for a time slot (only one K3Y/9 can be on the air at a time) and then 
submit their logs to the special K3Y website. As of Saturday, January 28, 45,603 contacts had 
been logged and submitted by K3Y operators. Several of our FWRC club members have operated 
as K3Y/9 including John-NJ0U with 592 q's, Jim-KD9GDY with 182, Josh-W9HT with 138, Ed-
WA9BBN with 66, Jay-W9LW with 50, Steve-AC9XS with 47, Jim-KR9U with 23, Ken-N8KR/4/7 
with 370, and our own W9TE with 514! That's almost 2k qso's!  Stations who contact the K3Y oper-
ators can map their progress by looking at their online "gid" listing the 19 call areas and the 10 dif-
ferent bands. 

 

Everyone begins with a blank grid and as K3Y stations are worked, the grid fills up.  Jim-KR9U has 
a pretty full grid making contacts with over 140 K3Y stations on various bands as shown with the 
"X".  Stations also try to work K3Y operators in all 51 states (PR included). That's quite difficult as 
some states may only have one K3Y operator during the month. Only 10 stations were able to work 
all 51 states so far and two of our club members, Rose-KA9GKE and Ed-WA9BBN were among 
those! (John-NJ0U and Jim-KD9GDY have worked 50!) It's been a fun and busy month and con-
gratulations to all of our FWRC SKCC members for their accomplishments! If you want to learn 
more about K3Y and SKCC, visit the skccgroup.com and on the left column you'll find, "K3Y 
Straight Key Month." 

73 de Ken, N8KR 
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