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A few years ago I made a bucket list of places 

that I would like to visit.  Alaska was at the top of 

the list.  So, as soon as classes and Dayton 

were over, I planned a 5 night trip to the ñLast 

Frontierò state.  I also knew that I wanted to op-

erate portable KL7 while I was there.  Instead of 

dragging a radio pack with me across the conti-

nent, I decided on plan B (try to find a rental that 

included a ham shack) or plan C (try to operate 

from another hamôs shack).   I checked online to 

see if any plan B options existed; it appeared 

that I was about 10 years too late for that option.  

After striking out with plan B, it was on to plan C.  

I was able to get in touch the president of the 

South Peninsula Amateur Radio Club  in the 

Homer, AK area.  After exchanging a few email 

messages, the plan was made to meet for coffee 

and then have a tour of his station (and possibly 

operate as time permitted).  

I ended up meeting  with Tom, NL7WK; Toby, 

KL2T; and Rick, K7VRK on a Thursday morning  

 

at a local coffee shop in Homer, AK.  We visited 

for about an hour.  After grabbing a quick sand-

wich, Tom gave me a tour of his station and an-

tenna farm.  As it turned out, a mother moose 

was hanging out by one of the antennas, so we 

did not disturb her.   

Tom was very hospitable and permitted me to 

operate from his station for a few hours that after-

noon.  While conditions were not the best and I 

did not hear any DX stations besides Mexico, I 

made about 100 contacts with Canada and the 

lower 48 states (having a KW and a triband yagi 

certainly helped).  Of particular interest to local 

Allen County hams, I made CW contacts with Al, 

K9FW and Terry, K9FMX.   

Operating in Alaska was a thrill to say the least. 

However, there is more. As part of SKCC, I occa-

sionally make contacts with Alaskan stations.  

One station that shows up in my log is Bob, 

WL7WH.   

Bob and I met up at an Applebeeôs in Anchorage 

on the Saturday morning when I had to catch a 

red-eye flight back home later on.  We ended up 

having lunch and talking about ham radio, Alas-

ka, SKCC, and life in general for about 4 1/2 

hours.  During lunch, Bob also presented me with 

a qsl card for one of our previous contacts (I had 

to send him one back once I got back to Indiana).   

 

 

Tom, NL7WK at his operating position 

Having lunch with Bob, WL7WH. My glass of Pepsi 

was very flat after we were done visiting! 
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Meeting up with Bob was certainly one of the 

highlights of the Alaskan excursion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Tom, Toby, Rick, and Bob for helping 

to make my Alaskan trip so memorable.  Their 

hospitality was unrivaled.  I look forward to work-

ing them each on the air from back in 9-land! 

Where should I travel next?  Should that trip also 

include ham radio?  While I am not sure about 

the answer to the first question, I think the defini-

tive answer to the second question is a resound-

ing yes. 

73, 

Josh W9HT/KL7 

 

The qsl card that I received from Bob during our lunch Map showing the location of Homer, AK 

Your editor wrapping up a successful afternoon of 

operating as /KL7 in Homer, AK                           

(see map above) 
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New, Weekly Skywarn 

Training Net 
By Jay Farlow, Allen County 

Skywarn Net manager 

Jim Stephens, K9BAT (formerly 

KD9NYZ) has accepted an ap-

pointment to serve as assistant 

manager of the Allen County 

Skywarn Net. One of Jimôs first 

tasks in his new role is the crea-

tion of a weekly Skywarn train-

ing net. It is an idea Jim sug-

gested shortly after accepting 

his new appointment. 

The net will meet every 

Wednesday night at 8 p.m. on 

the ACARTS 146.88 MHz re-

peater. Jim plans an informal 

net for all weather enthusiasts. It 

could include: 

¶ Discussions of thoughts and 

ideas related to the most re-

cent severe weather event. 

¶ Discussions of net proce-

dures and communication 

best practices. 

¶ Discussions of storm spot-

ting best practices. 

¶ Exercises during which 

members practice Skywarn 

net procedures. 

¶ Informal weather-related dis-

cussions. 

At the time of this writing, Jim 

planned to conduct the netôs first 

session on May 29.  

The net invites anyone who has 

an interest in weather to partici-

pate. For more information, con-

tact Jim at k9bat0@gmail.com. 

Directed net reminder 

Hereôs something thatôs im-

portant for all users of the 

ACARTS 146.88 MHz repeater 

to remember: The Allen County 

Skywarn Net enters directed net 

mode whenever a tornado warn-

ing includes any part of Allen 

County or whenever the volume 

of incoming spotter reports war-

rants a directed net (e.g., during 

a derecho, which doesnôt always 

result in a tornado warning). 

According to the Allen County 

Skywarn Net Operations Manual 

(available on the FWRC website 

for download as a PDF file), in 

directed net mode, ñNo station 

except the NCS (including 

WX9IWX) transmits, except to 

provide a spotter report that 

complies with certain criteria 

(below) or other emergency 

message.ò This means that re-

porting, for example, hail, wind 

damage, a wall cloud, a funnel 

cloud or a tornado are appropri-

ate during directed net mode. 

Discussions about arranging a 

contact on an HF frequency, 

however, are an example of 

communications that are inap-

propriate during directed net 

mode. 

During directed net mode, sta-

tions should initiate contact with 

the net control station (NCS) 

with very short transmissions 

that identify the calling station 

phonetically and indicate the 

purpose of the call, for example: 

ñWhiskey alpha nine alpha alpha 

alpha, hail.ò 

ñWhiskey alpha nine alpha alpha 

alpha, wall cloud.ò 

ñWhiskey alpha nine alpha alpha 

alpha, wind damage.ò 

ñWhiskey alpha nine alpha alpha 

alpha, emergency.ò 

During directed net mode, the 

NCS expects every initial trans-

mission to be directed at the 

NCS, so including ñnet controlò 

or the NCSô call sign in the call 

is unnecessary and not recom-

mended. 

May 7 activation 

A tornado watch prompted the 

Allen County Skywarn net to ac-

tivate standby mode at 4:56 

p.m. May 7. Net control stations 

for this event included W9GGA, 

AC9XS and K9BAT.  

In addition to reporting stations 
mentioned below, participating 
stations included AC9XU, 
K9SKS, KB8ELG, KB9JR, 
KC9EZP, KC9MUT, KC9PVE, 
KC9SJP, KC9TIS, KC9VAW, 
KC9ZLO, KD9ISV, KD9NYY, 
KD9OKT, KD9QHI, KD9VVJ, 
KD9ZDW, KE9IWX, N9ADS, 
N9WLW, N9WNH, NT9F, 
W2TAZ, W9HT, W9LW, 
W9QHY, W9SA and W9YME. 
NCS AC9XS found radar data 
descriptions from Federal Avia-
tion Administration meteorolo-
gist KE9IWX to be particularly 

mailto:k9bat0@gmail.com
https://fwrc.info/download/allen-co-skywarn-net-operations-manual-20210727/?wpdmdl=3680&refresh=6654a23c012e41716822588
https://fwrc.info/download/allen-co-skywarn-net-operations-manual-20210727/?wpdmdl=3680&refresh=6654a23c012e41716822588
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helpful during standby mode. 

At 6:02 p.m., KC9VAW reported 

a wall cloud at US 24 and the 

Wabash/Huntington County line. 

At 7:05 p.m., KA9IPA reported 

golf ball-size hail in Kendallville. 

At 7:06 p.m., KD9HMR reported 

nickel-size hail in Kendallville. 

At 7:09 p.m., storm rotation indi-

cated on Doppler radar led the 

National Weather Service 

(NWS) to issue a tornado warn-

ing for southern Allen County. 

At 7:34 p.m., KD9NYY reported 

rotation aloft at Hoffman and 

Snider Roads in southeastern 

Allen County. 

At 7:37 p.m., the NWS issued a 

new tornado warning for east 

central Allen County and south-

western Paulding County, Ohio. 

Although NWS received no re-

ports of tornado damage in Allen 

County, the same storm pro-

duced EF-1 tornado damage 

along a six-mile path in Paulding 

County, according to an NWS 

web page (see photo). 

At 7:46 p.m., after all tornado 

warnings for Allen County had 

expired, the net returned to 

standby mode. 

At 7:50 p.m., KC9VAW reported 

storm damage, including a dam-

aged roof, and fallen trees and 

power lines near North Man-

chester. 

At 8:07 p.m., KD9ZGB reported 

trees down at Lincoln Highway 

East and Morgan Road in south-

eastern Allen County. 

 

At 8:40 p.m., net operations dis-
continued because the threat of 
severe weather had departed 
Allen County. 

May 26 activation 

On May 26, NWS issued a se-

vere thunderstorm watch at 1 

p.m. that included Allen County. 

K9BAT activated the Allen 

County Skywarn Net in standby 

mode at 3 p.m. when a line of 

thunderstorms approached the 

county. 

Participating stations included 

KB9JR, KD9QHI, KD9ZGB, 

KD9ZLP, N9RNV and W9GGA. 

At 3:46 p.m. NWS issued a spe-

cial weather statement regard-

ing a strong, but sub-severe 

thunderstorm impacting north-

eastern Allen County. At 3:52, 

NWS issued a similar statement 

for southeastern Allen County.  

Net operations ceased at 4 p.m. 

when no storms threatened Al-

len County. 

Net Control Station changes 

Allen County Skywarn net lead-
ership has appointed Jerry Et-
nier, KD9QHI to the NCS team. 
Anyone who is interested in join-
ing the NCS team should con-
tact net manager Jay Farlow, 
arsw9lw@gmail.com or assis-
tant manager Jim Stephens, 
k9bat0@gmail.com. Candidates 
must have completed NWS Sky-
warn spotter training within the 
previous three years. Ideal can-
didates have experience as 
NCS on at least one other net. 
 
In other NCS news, we are sad-
dened to report that Rich 
DeTommaso, KD9ISV, has be-
come a silent key after a lengthy 
illness. Rich served as a Sky-
warn NCS operator beginning in 
August 2020. 

{ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ tŀǳƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ hƘƛƻΣ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ aŀȅ т ǘƻǊƴŀŘƻΦ tŀǳƭŘƛƴƎ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ 9a! ǇƘƻǘƻΦ  

mailto:arsw9lw@gmail.com
mailto:k9bat0@gmail.com
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Skywarn on DMR 

We are occasionally asked 

about Skywarn activity on dig-

ital voice mode DMR. We 

know of no formal nets on 

that mode that serve any part 

of Indiana. A DMR talk group 

exists, however, on which sta-

tions informally share Indiana 

severe weather information 

with each other. It is talk 

group 31181 on the 

Brandmeister network, often 

labeled, ñIndiana Weather 

Operationsò. Without a formal 

net, this talk group is not a re-

liable way to send spotter re-

ports to NWS offices, be-

cause there might not be any-

one monitoring who has ac-

cess to the NWS internet cha-

troom on the Slack platform. 

The K9MMQ 443.1000 MHz 
DMR repeater located on a 
former TV tower on West 

State Boulevard in northwest-
ern Fort Wayne and the 
N9MTF 442.6375 MHz DMR 
repeater located at Parkview 
Randallia Hospital in north-
eastern Fort Wayne both car-

ry talk group 31183 as a static 
on time slot 1. Stations moni-
toring that talk group on either 
repeater will therefore auto-
matically hear any traffic on 

the talk group. Other repeat-
ers in Indiana carry the talk 
group as dynamic. Stations 
on those repeaters will hear 

talk group traffic only if a sta-
tion local to the repeater has 
transmitted on the talk group 
within the previous 15 
minutes. 

wƛŎƘΣ Y5фL{± ό{Yύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ !w9{ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ¢ƘǊŜŜ wƛǾπ

ŜǊǎ     ±ŜƭƻǎǇƻǊǘ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΣ нлно  
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May  

Update 

We had another 
great month on the 
Little Red Barn Net 
(LRBN) which 
meets on Monday 

thru Friday at 9:00am on 3.820 MHz  LSB.  We 
have about 12 to 20 check-ins per day, with self-
generated topics each day by the check-ins.  On 
Thursday Jack W9GT picks a topic, and we kind of 
run with it, a lot of fun. 

Also, we have a lunch every two weeks alternating 
from north Fort Wayne to south Fort Wayne. We 
usually have 10 to 15 participants at each lunch. 

We had two lunches this month on 5/9/2024 at the 
Outback Steak House and on 5/23/2024 at Red 
Lobster. Always a great time to eat and socialize 
with friends. 

The next upcoming lunch dates would be 6/6/2024, 
6/20/2024, and 7/4/2024 at 11:30am on each date. 

If you want to be on the LRBN email list, let me 
know at gmrepair1@aol.com, or message me at 
260-437-4676 with your email and call sign or 
name. 

Net control operators are also follows: Monday 
KU8T Tom, Tuesday K9FW Al, Wednesday 
KD9HAV Norm, Thursday W9GT Jack, and Friday 
WB9TYJ Don. 

We have a web page at https://
gmrepair1.wixsite.com/mobile works with mobile 
and desktop browsers. The page includes lunch 
information (times & dates), pictures of previous 
lunches, and other information. 

Also we have at lrbn@groups.io | Home, but you 
will need to sign up. This is where we vote for the 
next lunch. Let me know if you need help . 

Also, our net controls use Netlogger.  You may 
download the program at the Download Center 
(netlogger.org). Also, for smartphones, there is Net 
Scraper. On, the Android go to Play Store, and on 
iPhone, go to App Store and download this app.  

73, 

KU8T Tom 
 

mailto:gmrepair1@aol.com
https://gmrepair1.wixsite.com/mobile
https://gmrepair1.wixsite.com/mobile
https://groups.io/g/lrbn
http://netlogger.org/download.php
http://netlogger.org/download.php
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FWRC Officers 
2024 

  
President 

Adam Warrix, KD9NRT 
kd9nrt(at)gmail.com   

 
Vice President 

Meghan Warrix, KD9ODP 
warrixmr(at)gmail.com  

  
Secretary 

Al Burke, WB9SSE 
(260) 637-1989 

aburke55(at)comcast.net  
  

Treasurer 
 Bob Streeter, W8ST  
rdstre(at)yahoo.com  

 
Communications  

Manager 
Charles Ward, KC9MUT 
(260) 749-4824 

kc9mut(at)yahoo.com  
  

Directors 
Steve Nardin, W9SAN 
(260) 482-4039  
w9san(at)arrl.net 

 
Terry Bowman, K9FMX 
(260) 705-7128 

tjbowman(at)frontier.com  
 

Jim Stephens, KD9NYZ 
kd9nyz(at)gmail.com  

 
Larry Temenoff, KB9OS 
(260) 490-3089 

temenoff(at)pfw.edu  
  

 

 

Summer is in full swing. 
With summer comes the 
ARRL FIeld Day, which the 
club will be holding at the 
Old Fort downtown. If you 
have a chance, stop by. The 
club can always use help 
setting up, tearing down, or 
operating. We will also be 
having a cookout open to all 
around 5 PM on Saturday. If 
you don't have plans, stop 
out and enjoy the food and 
company. 

To prepare for Field Day, the 
next club meeting on Friday, 
June 14th, will focus on 
making antennas. Ken, 
N8KR, will be showing 
members how to build a di-
pole. These antennas will be 
used to replace/repair some 
of our antennas which have 
worn out. If you would like to 
build your own antenna, 
show up and see how it is 
done. 

This is a shorter column 
than usual, but we are set-
tling down after a busy cou-
ple of months. If you have 

any feedback, please email 
me at kd9nrt(at)gmail.com. 
Your feedback is essential in 
club operations, and let us 
know how we are doing.  

See you all at Field Day. 

73, 

Adam, KD9NRT 
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Join the Fort Wayne Radio Club at the Old Fort in down-

town Fort Wayne at 1201 Spy Run Ave. for Field Day 

2024! You do not have to be a club member or even a li-

censed ham. Everyone is welcome. 

Setup will begin the morning of Saturday, June 22nd. We 

go on the air at 2pm. A BBQ and potluck dinner is at 

5pm. Field Day will conclude on Sunday at 2pm with 

clean-up. 

For parking information, see: https://oldfortwayne.org/

plan-a-visit/ 



 Allen County HamNews ð June 2024 ð Page 13 

 


